Milk Supply and Tuberculosis
INCIDENCE OF INFECTION. Tuberculosis is a
prevalent infection in dairy herds, and as it is essentially chronic
in character it may exist in any stage from early development to
advanced manifestations of the disease. The extent of the inci'
dence of infection and disease is shown by the ratio of reactors,
the postmortem findings in abbatoirs, the percentage ratio of
milk examinations which gives positive findings, and the results
obtained from clinical examination by veterinary surgeons.
The ratio of positive reactors among cattle increases with the
age of the animal. In young animals the percentage is relatively
low, but in old animals a high percentage will be found to react.
According to Bang's figures for Denmark, which are based on
the examination of 40,624 animals, the percentage of reactors for
animals of different ages is as follows: under six months, 12-1 per
cent; six to eighteen months, 27-5 per cent; two years, 38-6 per
cent; and over five years, 48 per cent. As regards the reactor per^
centage for all ages, the following figures are supplied by De Vine
for herds round Birmingham for the years 1907-27, representing
a total of 2,136 animals. The highest percentage obtained was
67*6 by the intra^dermal test in a group of 169 animals, and
the lowest percentage was 4-9 in a herd of 41 animals. The
average percentage of reactors for the whole series was 40*4.
The percentage of animals reacting to tuberculin varies in
different countries and in different parts of country. In Great
Britain it is estimated that on an average 40 per cent of cows in
dairy herds react to the tuberculin test. Earlier investigations
have shown a considerable variation in the percentage in different
parts of the country. The results of a survey during 1897-9
showed that in Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, and Somerset 7 per
cent of cows reacted to the sub/cutaneous test, whereas in Sussex
and Hampshire the proportion was 50 per cent.
The results of investigations with the tuberculin test abroad
also show variations. In the Netherlands Charlotte Ruys gives
the results obtained in two series of animals, one of which conv
prised n,ooo animals, in which the percentage of positive reactors
was 40-8; in the other series the percentage was 21. In Sweden
the percentage of reactors is stated to be 4*7 per cent in the north
and 30-40 per cent in the south. In Norway the incidence of
bovine infection has always been low. The first investigation
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